Metastatic cancer involving pancreatic duct epithelium and its mimicry of primary pancreatic cancer.
We investigated 47 autopsy cases of metastatic cancer involving the pancreas. Metastatic disease in nine cases involved the pancreatic duct epithelium. In two cases, metastatic cancer cells showed Pagetoid features. In three cases, pancreatic metastatic disease showed solitary proliferation with focal in situ carcinoma-like lesions mimicking primary pancreatic cancers. Each of these three cases had primary lung adenocarcinomas. Serial sections revealed abrupt borders between the in situ carcinoma-like lesions and the non-cancerous epithelium. Primary pancreatic cancers did not show Pagetoid features or abrupt borders between the cancerous and non-cancerous epithelium. We conclude that the possible diagnosis of pancreatic metastasis should be carefully ruled out in the histological detection of latent primary pancreatic cancer.